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A Letter, KC. 


| My Dear Countrymen, 


TEVA AVING cleanly written Three 
EN et Letters upon ſo diſagreeable a Sub- 
S |= 5 ject as Mr. Mod and his Half pence; 


0 Fe Tl I conceived my Task was at an End ; 


But I find, that Cordials muſt be 

frequently apply'd to weak"Conſti- 
utions, Political as well as Natural. A People long 
ſed to Hardſhips, loſe by Degrees the very Notions 


\ 


. Liberty, they look upon themſelves as Creatures 


t Mercy, and thatall Impofitions laid on them by 


u ſtronger Hand, are, in the Phraſe of the Report, 
Legal and Obligatory. Hence proceeds that Poverty: 
and Lowneſs of Spirit, to which a Kingdom may be 


übject as well as a Particular Perſon, And when Eſau 
ame fainting from the Field at the Point to Dis, it 


s no wonder that he Sold his Birth-Rig ht for a Meſ's | 


F Pot tage: 


I thought I had ſufficiently neun to all who could 
rant Inſtruction, by what Methods they might fafely ß 


Proceed. whenever this Coyn ſhould be offer: d to them: 


and I believe there hath not been for many Ages an 


xample of any Kingdom fo firmly united in a Point 
great Importance, as this of Ours is at preſent, a- 
gainſt that deteſtable Fraud. But however, it ſo hap- 
ens that ſome weak People begin to be allarmed a- 
ew, by Rumours induſtriouſly ſpread. Wood pre- 
:ribes. to the News-Mongers in Loudon what they 

| are 


| CP" 
are to write. In one of their Papers publiſhed here 
by ſome obſcure Printer (and probably with no good 
Deſign) we are told, that the Papiſts in Ireland have 
entered into an Aſſociation againſt his Coyn, although 
it be notoriouſly known, that they never once offered 

to ſtir in the Matter; ſo that the Two Houſes of 
Parliament, tae Privy Council, the great Number of 
Corporations, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of D#b- 


lin, the Grand-Juries, and Principal Gentlemen ofÞq- 


ſeveral Counties are ſtigmatized in a Lump under the 
Name of Papiſt s. wy 
This Impoſtor and his Crew do likewiſe give out, 
that, by refuſing to receive his Droſs for Sterling, we 
diſpute the King's Prerogative, are grown Ripe for Re. 


bellion, and ready to ſhake off the Dependancy of Ire. 


| land hon the Crown ot England. Tocuuntenance which 


Reports he hath publiſh'd a Paragraph in another News- 
Paper, to let us know that the Lord Lieutenant is or- 


dered to come over immediately to ſettle his Half. pence. pl 


I intreat you, my dear Countrymen, not to be un- 
der the leaſt Concern upon theſe and the like Rumours, 
which are no more. than the laſt Howts of a Dog 
diſſected alive, as I hope he hath ſufficiently been. 
Theſe Calumnies are the only Reſerve that is left him. 
For ſurely our continued and (almoſt) unexampled 
| Loyalty will never be called in Queſtion for not ſuffering 
Dur ſelves to be Robbed of all that we have, by one 
obſcure 1ron- Monger. 

As to diſputing the King's Prerogat ive, give me 
Leave to explain to thoſe who are Ignorant, what 
the meaning of that word Prerogative is. 

The Kings of theſe Realms enjoy ſeveral Powers, 
wherein the Laws have not interpoſed : So they 
can make War and Peace without the Content of Par- 
filament 3 and this is a very. great Prerogative. But 
if the Parliament doth not approve of the War, the 


King muſt bear the Charge of it out of his own Parſe, 
| | and 


1 


(5) 
and this isas great a Check on the Crown. 
King hath a Prerogative to Coin Money without 


Conſent of Parliament. Bur he cannot compel the 
Subject to take that Money except it be Sterling. 
Gold ur Silver; becauſe herein he is Limited by Law. 
Some Princes hive indeed extended their Prerogat ive 
further than the Law allowed them: Wherein how. 


Jever, the Lawyers of Succeeding Ages, as fond as they 


ace of Precedents, have never dared to Juſtifie them. 
Bur to ſay the Truth, it is only of late Times that 
Prerogat i ve huth been fixed and aſcertained. For who- 


ever Reads the Hiſtories of England, will find that 


ſome former Kings, and theſe none of the worſt, have 
upon ſeveral Occaſions ventured to controul the Laws 


{with very little Ceremony or Scruple, even later than 


the Days of Queen Elizabeth. In her Reign that 
pernicious Council of ſending Baſe Money hither, very 
narrowly failed ot Loſing the Kingdom, being com- 


Iplained ofby the Lord Deputy, the Council, and the 
whole Body of the Engliſh here: So that ſoon after her 


Death it was recalled by her Succeſſor, and Lawful 
Money paid in Exchange. | 
Having thus given you ſome Notion of what is meant 


by the King's Prerogative, as far as a Tradeſman can 


be thought capable of Explaining it, F will only add 
the Opinion of the great Lord Bacon That as God 
governs the World by the ſettled Laws of Nature, which 


he bath made, and never tranſcends thoſe Laws but up- | 


on High Important Occaſions : So among Earthly Princes, 
thofe are the Wiſeſt and the Beſt, who govern by the 


known Laws of the Country, and ſeldomeſt make Uſe 


of their Prerogative. 


Now, here you may ſee that the Vile Accufarion * | 
of Wood and his Accomplices, charging us with Dif» , | 


put ing the King's Prerogative by refuſing his Braſs, can 


have no Place, becauſe compelling the Subject to take 
IJany Coin which is not Sterling is no Part of the King 


Prerogative 


So the. | 


— —ñ—— ac = _ — 
Z - 


— — 8 = — —— — ͥ — — —— 
— OY ET —U—1u—ͤ— 


te, ge Ot, ut 4.46 On" - 
— I II I EE DOA II AI re 


Ay 


* ä | 
Prerogative, and I am very confident if it were ſo, we 
ſhould be the laſt of his People to difpate it. as well 
from that invioleble Loyalty we have always paid to 
his Majeſty, as from the Treatment we might in ſuch 
a Caſe juſtly expect from ſome who ſeem to think, we 
have neither Common Senſe nor Common Senjes. But Th. 
God be thanked, the Beſt of them are only our Fel IIR! 
low Subjects, and not our Majters. One great Merit per 
I am ſure we have, which thoſe of Enzlifh Birth can Ibou 
have no Pretence to, That our Anceſtors reduced this ILA 
Kingdom to the Obedience of ENGLAND, for which Ipat 
we have been rewarded with a worſe Climate, theifthe 
Priviledge of being governed by Laws to which we [[fere 
do not conſent, a Ruined Trade, a Houſe of Peers Ithe 
without Furiſdittion, almot an Incapacity for all and 
Employments; and rhe Dread of Wood's Half-pence. Icau 
But we are ſo far from diſputing the King's Pre. I, ( 
ragative In Coyning, that we own he has Power ro IMa 
givea Patent to any Man for letting his Royal Image TH 
and Superſcription upon whatever Materials he pleaſes, ICE. 
and Liberty to the Patentee to offer them in any cum 
Country from England to Japan, only attended with I, DP 
| one ſmall Limitation, Thar no body alive is obliged I 
to take them. A fre: 
Upon theſe conſiderations I was ever againſt all Re- he 
courſe to England for a Remedy againſt the preſent e, 
Impending Evil, elpecially when I obſerved that the Iwo 
Addreſſes of Both Houſes, after loug Expectance, | wy 
| produced nothing but a REPORT altogether in Fa- yet 
| vour of Mod, upon which I made ſome Oblervations Nor 
in a former Letter, and might at leaſt have made as 
many more For it is a Paper of as Singular a Nature 
| as Tever beheld. | 
| But I miſtake; for before this Report was made, 
His Majcſties Moſt Gracious Anſwer to the Houſe of 
| Lords was ſent over and Printed, wherein there are |; 
| theſe Words, Granting the Patent for Coyning —_ 


Ws ED. 
pence and Farthings AGREEABLE TO THE 
PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, 
8&c. That King Charles 2d. and King Fames 2d. 
nhKKAND THEY ONLY) did grant Patents for this 
e Purpoſe is indiſputable, and I have ſhewn it at large. 
itITheir Patents were paſſed under the great Seal of 
IRELAND by References to IRELAND, the Cop- 
t per to be Coyned in IRELAND, the Patentee was 
n bound on Demand to receive his Coyn back in IRE- 
LAND, and pay Silver and Gold in Return. Wood's 
h [Patent was made under the great Seal of ENGLAND, 
eifthe Braſs Coyned in ENGLAND, not the leaſt Re- 
C Eference made to IRELAND, the Sum Immenſe, and 
the Patentee under no Obligation to receive it again 
and give good Money for it: This I only mention, be- 
* cauſe in my private Thoughts I have ſometimes made 


2 Query, whether the, Penner of thoſe Words in his 


> [Majeſties Moſt Gracious Anſwer, AGREEABLE TO 
e ITHE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDE- 
CESSORS, had maturely confidered the ſeveral Cir- 


Difference. | 
Let me now ſay ſomething concerning the other 


the London News- Writer to expreſs it. That his Ex- 
Wood's Half-pence. 
everal Years paſt hvae not thought this Kingdom 


abſolutely neceſſary for the King's Buſineſs, which 
onſequently wanted 10 Speed in the Diſpatch ; and 
herefore it naturally fell into moſt Mens Thoughts, 
that a new Governour coming at an Vn«ſual Time 
muſt portend ſome Unuſual Buſineſs to be done, eſpe- 


lianent Prorogued to I know not when, is by a new 
BY | | | Summons 


cumftances, which, in my poor Opinion ſeem to make 


- —— — 
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canis eh ww a2; 


great Cauſe of ſome Peoples Fear, as Wood has taught 
e lency the Lord Lieutenant is coming over to ſettle | 
We know very well that the Lords Lieutenants for - | 


Worthy the Horonur of their Reſidence, longer than was 


Wally if the Common Report be true, that the Par- 


Summons (revoking that Prorogation) to aſſemble I at 
oon after his Arrival: For which extraordinary Pro- ſpot 
ceeding the Lawyers on tother Side the Water have Pn; 
by great good Fortune found Livo Precedents. tel] 
©, All this being granted, it can never enter into my Vt 
Head that ſo Little a Creature as Wood could find Cre- fare 
dit enough with the King and his Miniſters to have Imo 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ſent hither ina Hurry | | 
upon his Errand. | 12 | Inot 
For let us take the whole Matter nakedly as it Hes Jon 
before us, without the Refinements of ſome People, ſbe 
with which we have nothing to do. Here is a Parent Jficc 
granted under the great Seal of England, upon falſe [Re 
Suggeſtions, to one Wiliam Wood for Coyning Copper rall 
Half-pence for Ireland: The Parliament here, upon wh 
Apprehenſions of the worſt Conſequences from the [Lo 
Taid Patent, addreſs the King to have it recalled; this | Ma 
is refuſed, and a Committee of the Privy Council Re- IRe— 
port to his Majeſty, that YYood has pertormed the Con- [ron 
ditions of his Patent. He then is left to do the beſt Jver 
he can with his Half-pence; no Man being obliged to [wi 
receive them; the People here, being likewiſe left to [ton 
themſelves, unite as one Man, reſolving they will have [Eat 
nothing to do with his Ware. By this plain Account JInt 
of the Fact it is Manifeſt, that the King and his Mi- wh 
niſtry are wholly out of the Caſe, and the Matter is the 
left to be diſputed between him and us. Will any fur 
Man therefore attempt to yerſuade me, that a Lord oth 
Lieutenant is to be diſpatched over in great Haſte Pre 
before the Ordinary Time, and a Parliament fum- IEA! 
moned by anticipating a Prorogation, meerly to put Ci, 
an Hundred thouſand Pounds into the Pocket of a fan 
| Sharper, by the Ruin of a moſt Loyal Kingdom. PBe1 
© But ſuppoſing all this to be true. By what Argu- la S 
ments could a Lord Lieutenant prevail on the ſame cor 
Parliament which addrefſed with ſo much Zeal and Cu 
Farneſtneſs againſt this Evil, to paſs ig into a 1 rel 
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ling thoſe Methods ſhould be uſed which Detrattors 
tell us have been ſometimes put in Practice for gaining 
Votes, It is well known that in this Kingdom there 
o- fare few Employments to be given, and it rhere were 
re Imore, it is as wel known towhoſe Share they muſt fall. 


If | But becauſe great Numbers of you are altogether I8- 


norant tn the Affairs of your Country, I will tell you 
es flome Reaſons why there are fo few Employments to 
2 be diſpoſed of in this Kingdom. All conſiderable Of- 
it Ifces for Life here are pofſeled by thoſe to whom the 
fe PRevertions were granted, and theſe have been gene- 
er Jrally Followers of the Chief Governours, or Perſons 
n who had Intereſt in the Court of England, So the 
ie [Lord Berkely of Stratton holds that great Office of 


is [Maſter of the Rolls, the Lord Palmerſtown is Firſt 


e-  Remembr acer worth near 2000/. per Ann. One Doding- 


n. Iron Secretary to the Earl of Pembroke, begged the Re- 


t Jverfion of Clerk of the Pells worth 2500 J. a Year, 


to which he now enjoys by the Death of the Lord New- 
to Ito wπαπ. Mr. Southwelt is Secretary of State, and the 


ve Earl of Burlington Lord High Treaſurer of Ireland by 
it Inheritance. Theſeare only a few among many others 


i- vehich I have been told of, but cannot remember. Nay 
is the Reverſion of ſeveral Employments during Pleas 


iy [lure are granted the ſame Way. This among many 


rd lothers is a Circumſtance whereby the Kingdom of 
te Pireland is diſtinguiſhed from all other Nations upon 
J- Earth, and makes it ſo Difficult an Affair to get intoa 
it Civil Emp loy, that Mr. Addiſon was forced to purchaſe. 
a Jan old obſcure Place, called Keeper of the Records of 
IBerminghams Tower of Ten Pounds a Year, and to get 


am ſure their Opinion of YVYogd and his Project is 
as mended fince the laſt Prorogation; and Suppo- 
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u- Ja Sallery of 400/7, annexed to it, though all the Re: | 


je cords there are not worth Half a Crown, either for 
id JCuriofity or Uſe. And we lately ſa w a Favourite Se 


| 'l er deſcend to be Maſter * the Revels, which th 
is 
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his Credit and Extortion he hath made Pretty Conſide- 
able. I fav nothiag of the Under-Treaſurerſhip 
worth about 8000 J. a Year, nor the Commiſſioners 
of the Revenue. Four of whom generally live in Eng- 
land: For I think none of theſe are granted in Rever- 
ſion. But the Teit is, that I have known upon Oc- 
caſion ſome of theſe abſent Officers as Keen againſt 
the Intereit of Ireland as if they had never been in- 
debted to Her for a Single Groat. 

I confefs,] have been ſometimes tempted to wiſh 
that this Project of Wood might ſucceed, becauſe I re- 
fleted with ſome Pleaſure what a 704 Crew it would 
bring over among us of Lords and *Squires, and Pen- 
| froners of Both Sexes, and Officers Civil and Military, 
where we ſhould live together as merry and ſociableas 

Beggars, only with this one Abatement, that we ſhould 
neither have Meat to feed, nor Manufatures to Cloath 
us, Unleſs we could be content to Prance about in 
' Coats of Mail, or Eat Braſs as Oſtritches do Iron. 
I return from this Digreſſion to that which gave 
me the Occaſion of making it: And I believe you are 
nov convinced, that if the Parliament of Ireland were 

as Temptible as any other Aﬀembly within a Mile of 
+ Chriſtendom (which God forbid) yet the Managers 


{ muſt of Neceſſity fail for want of Tools to work with. 
But I will yet go one Step further, by Suppoſing that 


a2 Hundred new Employ ments were erected on purpoſe 
to gratify Compliers; yet ſtill an inſuperable Difficul- 
ty would remain; for it happens, I know not how, 
that Aſoney is neither Whig nor Tory, neither of Town 
nor Country Party, and it is not improbable, that a 
|| Gentleman would rather chuſe to live upon his own 
 Eftate which brings him Gold and Silver, than with 
the Addition of an Employment, when his Rents and 
. Sa/ery muſt both be paid in Food's Braſs, at above 


/ Eighty per __ 47 *p2omigh 


For 


Gp 


from the ſudden ExpeQtation of the Lord Lieutenant, 
while we continue in our preſent Hearty Diſpoſition ; 


to alter which there is no Suitable Temptation can | 


poſſibly be offered: And if, as I have often afſerted 
from the beſt Authority, the Law hath not left a 


ſuch a Power upon another. 


This I ſpeak with the utmoſt Reſpect to the Perſon ö 


and Dignity of His Excellency the Lord Carteret, 
whoſe Character hath been given me by a Gentleman 


that hath known him from his firſt Appearance in 


the World : That Gentleman deſcribes Him as a | 


1 


77 
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1 
Power in the Crown to force any Money except Sterling | 
upon the Subject, much leſs can the Crown devolve 


For theſe and many other Reaſons, I am conſi- 
dent you need not be under the leaſt Apprehenſions 


Young Noble Man of great Accompliſhments, Ex- | 


cellent Learning, Regular in his Life, and of much 


Spirit and Vivacity. He hath ſince, as I have heard, 
been employed abroad, was Principal Secretary of 


\ 


State, and is now about the 37th Year of his Age ap- 
pointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. From ſuch a2 


Governour this Kingdom may reaſonably hope for 


as much Proſperity as, under ſo many Diſcouragements, | 


it can be capable of Receiving. | 
It is true indeed, that within the Memory of Man, 


there have been Governours of ſo much Dexterity, as 


to carry Points of Terrible Conſequence to this 
Kingdom, by their Power with thoſe who were in 
Ofice, and by their Arts in managing or deluding 
others with Oaths, Afability, and even with Dinners, 


If Wood's Braſs had in thoſe Times been upon the 


Anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what Methods 
would have been taken. Depending Perſons would 
have been told in plain Terms, that it was a Service e- 
pected from them, under Pain of the Publick Buſineſs 
being put into more complying Hands. Others would 


be allured by Promiſes, To the Country Gentlemen, 
SY 5 beſides 


f 


| 
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beſides Good Words, Burgundy and Cloſeting. It would pre 
perhaps have been hinted how kindly it would be ta- Vie, 
ken to comply with a Royal Patent, thougb it were not Moi 
compulſary, that if any Inconveniences enſued, it ra 
might be made up with other Graces or Favours Pi 
bereafter. That Gentlemen ought to conſider whether I Y 
it were prudent or ſaſe to diſguſt England: They would h. 
be delired to think of ſome good Bills for encouraging Pen 
of Trade, and ſetting the Poor to Work, ſome further gui 
 Ats againſt Popery and for Uniting Proteſtants. There 
would be folemn Engagements that we ſhould ever 
be troubled with above Fourty thouſand Pounds in his 
Cn and allof thebejt and weightieſt Sort, for which we 
\ ſhould only give our Manuſattures in Exchange, and 
' keep our Gold and Silver at Home. Perhaps a ſeaſonable 
\ Report of ſome Invaſion would have been ſpread in the 
, moſt proper Juncture, which is a great Smoother of Pit. 
Rubs in Publick Proceedings; and we ſhould have pet 
been told that this was no Time to create Differences |þf 
when the Kingdom mas in Danger. . 
Theſe, I ſay, and the like Methods would in cor- þs, 
rupt Times have been taken to let in this Deluge of 
{| Braſs among us: And I am Confident would even then 
have not ſucceeded, much leſs under the Adminiftra- 
tion of ſo Excellent a Perſon as the Lord Carteret, 
and in aCountry where the Peopleof all Ranks, Parties 
and Denominations ate convinced to a Man, that the 
utter undoing of themſelves and their Poſterity for 
ever will be Dated from the Admiſſion of that Exe- 
crable Coyn ; that if it once enters, it can be no more 
confined to a ſmall or Moderate Quantity, than the 
Plague can be confined to a few Families, and that 
no Equivalent can be given by any earthly Power, 
any more than a Dead Carcaſs can be recovered to 
Life by Cordial. 
There is one comfortable Circumſtance in this Uni- 
verlal Oppoſition to Mr, Mood, that the People ſent 
| | over 
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yer hither from England to fill up our Vatancies Fe- 


eſiaſt ical, Civil and Military, are all on our Side? 


oney, the great Divider of the World, hath by a 
range Rovolution, been the great Vn:ter of a Moſt 
Divided People. Who wouldleavea Hundred Pounds 


Lear in England (a Country of Freedom) to be paid a 


houſand in Ireland out of Wood's Exchequer. The 
entleman They have lately made Primate would never 
quit his Seat in an Exgliſh Houſe of Lords, and his 
Preferments at Oxford and Briſtol, worth Twelve 
hundred Pounds a Year, for Four times the Denomi- 
nation here, but not half the Value; therefore I ex- 
pet to hear he will be as goed an 1rifþ Man, upon 
this Article, as any of his Brethren, or even of Vs whe 


have had the Misfortune to be born in this Iſland. 


For thoſe, who, in the common Phraſe, do not come 


hit ber to learn the Language, would never change a 


etter Country for a Worlc, to receive Braſs intiead 
f Gold. ' 


Another Slander ſpread by Wood and his Emiſſaries 


s, that by oppoſing him we diſcover an Inclination 
o ſhake off our Dependaxce upon the Crown. of England. 
Pray obſerve how Important a Perſon is this ſame 
WMiam Wood, and how the Publick Weal of Two 


Kingdoms is involved in his Private latereſt. Firft, 


ll thoſe who refuſe to take his Coyn are Pagiſts; 
or he tells us that zone but Papiſts are aſſociated a- 
ainſt him; Secondly, Lhiey diſpute the King's Prero- 
ative; Thirdly, They are Ripe for Rebellion, and 


Fourthly, They are going to ſhake of their Depen- 
lance u pou the Crown of England; That is to fay, they 
re going to chuſe another King: For there can be no 


ther Meaning in this Expreſſion, however ſome may 
retend to ſtrain it. | 


And this gives me an Opportunity of Explaining, | 
0 thoſe who are Ignorant, another Point, which 


ath often Swe led iz my Breaſt, Thoſe who come over 


i 
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hither fo us from England, and ſome Weak People aFÞ[tr) 
mong our ſelves, whenever in Diſcourſe we makeſſs Þ 
mention of Liberty and Property, ſhake their Heads, 
and tell us, that Ireland is a Depending Kingdom, as iſſto 
they would ſeem, by this Phraſe, to intend that rhieſſof | 
People of Ireland is in ſome State of Slavery or De. lan 
pendance different from thoſe of England : Whereas 

a Depending Kingdom is a Modern Term of Art, un-.|the 
known, as I have heard, to all antient Civilians, andthe 
Writers upon Government ; and Ireland is on the con.fſtbe 


trary called in ſome Statutes an Imperial Crown, asÞfar 


held. only from God; which is as High a Style asg 
any Kingdom is capable of receiving. Therefore byſſtlet 


this Expreſſion, a Depending Kingdom, there is no moreſſlt 


underſtood than that by a Statute made here in theÞLo1 
33d Year of Henry 8th. The King and his SucceſſorsJArt 
are to be Kings Imperial of this Realm as United and Re- 
Knit to the Imperial Crown of Englang,,, Lhave looked F601 
over all the Engliſh and 1riſh Statutes, finding any le 
Law that makes Ireland depend upon England, any Na, 
more than England does upon Ireland. We have in- Pay. 
deed obliged our felves to have the ſame King with Ps ! 
them, and conſequently they are obliged to have the 
ſame King with us. For the Law was made by our fed 
own Parliament, and our Ancefiors then were not | A 
ſuch Fools (whatever they were in the Preceding Reign) ona 
to bring themſelves under 1 know not what Depen- N E 


E | dance, which is now talked of without any Ground of I/ 


Law, Reaſon or Common Senſe, bot 
Let whoever think otherwiſe, I M. B. Draper, de- np 
fire to be excepted, for I declare, next under God, Pen 


T depend only on the King my Sovereign, and on the fer. 


Las of my own Country ; and I am ds far from de- oh 
pending upon the People of England, that iſ they ſhould Pave 
ever Rebel againſt my Sovereign (which God forbid) Ne. 
would be ready at the firſt Command from his Ma- Pie 
eſty to take Arms againſt them, as ſome of 2 Coun- PI. 
WET. ; tr yo Men 


9 


a- try-men did againſt Theirs at Preſtor. And if ſuen 


a kela Rebellion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful as to fix the 
ds Pretender on the Throne of England, | would venture 
s iffito tranſgrefs that Statute ſo far as to loſe every Drop 
thelof my Blood to hinder him from being King of Jre- 
De-Mland. 

eas] *Tis true indeed, that within the Memory of Man, 
Un-the Parliaments of England have Sometines aſſumed 
ndthe Power of binding this Kingdom by Laws enacted 


on. there, wherein they were at firit openly oppoſed (as 


asfifar as Truth, Reaſon and Juſtice are capable of Oppo» 
as ling) by the Famous Mr. Mo/ineaux, an Engliſh Gen- 
by tleman born here, as well as by ſcveral of the great- 


Yrefieſt Patriots, and beſt Whigs in England; But the 


heflLove and Torrent of Power prevailed. Indeed the 
»rsJArguments on both ſides were invincible; For in 
ndReaſon, all Goverument without the Conſent of* the 
ed overned is the very Definition of Slavery: But in Fact, 
ny [Eleven Men well Armed will certainly ſubdue one Single 
ny Max in his Shirt, But I have done. For thoſe who 
a- ſhave uſed Power to cramp Liberty have gone ſo far 
hs to Reſent even the Liberty of Complaining, altho? 
he R Man upon the Rack was never known to be retu- 
ir ed the Liberty of Roaring as loud as he thought fit. 
dt And as we are apt to ſink too much under anrea- 
2) Pnable Fears, ſo we are too ſoon inclined to be Raiſed 
A- by groundieſ{Hopes (according to the Nature of all 


of Eonſumptive Bodies like ours) thus, it hath been given 


bout for ſeveral Days paſt, that Some body in England 


e troubled with thoſe Half-pence, And this is Reported 
o have been done by the Same Perſon, ho was ſaid to 


own our Throat, (though I doubt they would 


this 


—— .. 


ave Sworn ſome Months ago, that he would Ram them 


Hick in our Stomachs) but which ever of theſe Reports 
True or Falſe, it is no Concern of ours. For in 


| 
| 
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mpowered a Second Some body te write to a third 
ſome body here to aſſure us, that we ſhould no more 


f 


125 
this Point we have nothing to do with Enelifh 1 
niſters, and 1 ſhould be ſorry it lay in their Power tee 
Redreſ this Grievance or to Enforce it: For thÞ" 
Report of the Committee hath given me a Surfeit. The" 
Remedy is wholly in your own Hands, and therefor, 1 
1 have digreſſed a little in order to retreſh and con 
tinue that Spirit fo ſea ſonably raiſed amongit youg 
und to let you fee that by the Laws of GG . 
NATURE, of NATIONS, and of your own 3 1 
try, you ARE and OUGHT to be as FREE a PcoÞ» 
ple. as your Brethren ia ENLand. 80 
If the Pamphlets publiſhed at London by Mod ande. 
his Journty-men in Defence of his Cauſe, were Re th 
printed here, and that our Country- men could bd! 
perfuaded to Read them, they would convince you 0 
his wicked Deſign more than all I ſhall ever be able 
to ſay. In ſhort 1 make him a perfect Saint ei 
pariſon of what he appears to be from the Writings | 
of thoſe whom he Hires to Juſtifie his Project. Bit 5; 
he is ſo far Maſter of the Field (let others gueſs the + 
Reaſon) that no London Printer dare publiſh any Paper 
written in Favour of Ireland, and here bo body hath ſox 
vet been fo bold as to Publith any thing in Favour 
of him. E 
There was a few Days ago a Pamphlet ſent meof 6 
near 50 Pages Written in Favour of Mr. Wood and # 
his Coynage, Printed in London, it is nat worth an— f 
ſwering. becauſe probably it will never be publiſhed 
here: But it gave me an Occaſion to reffect upon an 
Unhappineſs we ye under, that the Poeple of Exg- 2 
land are utterl) Ignorant of our Caſe, which however“ 
is no wonder, ſince it is a Point they do not in the N 
| leaſt concern themſelves about. farther than perhaps . 
as'a Subject of Diſcourſe in a Coffee- Houle when they 1 
| have nothing elſe to talk of. For I have Reaſon to y 
| believe that no Miniſter ever gave himſelt the Trou- ſe 
i — 1 Reading any Papers Written in our Defence, 


| 


 becaule 
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ecauſe 1 ſuppoſe their Opinions are already determined, 


Mi 
Er ke 


Thþnd his Accomplices ; elie it would be impoſſible that 
ef; $ny Man could have the Impudence to write ſuch 
conÞ Pamphler as I have mentioned. Wo 
Our Neighbours whoſe Underſt andings are juſt upon 
Level with Ours (which perhaps are none of the 
Hubrig hteſt) have a ſtrong Contempt for moſt Nations, 
Peolbut efpecially for Ireland: The) look upon Us as a 
Sort of Savage Iriſh, whom our Anceſtors conquered 
Iſeveral hundred Years ago, and it I ſhould deſcribe 
eIthe Britains to you as they were In Ceſar's Time, 
ben they Painted their Bodies, or cloathed themſelves 
with the Skins of Beaſts, I would act full as reaſonably 
\h|[.Jas they do: However they are ſo far to be excuſed 
un. Iin Relation to the preſent Subject, that, hearing on- 
no1y one Side of the Cauſe, and having neither Oppor- 
3.(tunity nor Curioſity to examine the Orher, they be- 
2% lie ve a Lye even for their Eaſe, and conclude, becauſe 
per Mr. Wood pretends to have Power, he hath alſo Rea- 
hl on his Side. — | 
Therefore to let you fee how this Caſe is 


You 


an 


ge repreſented in England by Wood and his Adherents, 
of I have thought it proper to extract out of that Pam. | 
phlet a few of thoſe Notorious Falſhoods in Point 
Jof Fad and Reaſoning contained therein; the Know- {| 
edge whereof will confirm my Country-men in their || 


nd 


e 0 Right Sentiments, when they will ſee by com- 


in fy e 
- | paring both, how much their Ezemies are in the || 


" Wrong. 


Firſt, The Writer, poſitively afferts, That Wood's | | 


Wes 
4 Half. pence were Current among us for ſeveral Months | | 
ore ſingle Gain-ſayer, and we all to a Man thought oar | 


of with the univerſal Approbation of all People, wit hole 


ſelves Happy in having-them. 


1 "Wy 


D F 8 n PO At. a. 


_ 1 ow edi or and He", 


t>Þod are formed wholly upon rhe Reports of Wood 


' Secondly, He affirms, That we were drawn 110 
'f| 4 Diſlike of them only by 8 Cunning Evil. deſigning | | 
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Men among us, who oppoſed this Patent of Wood 20 Ser 
anot her for themſelves. 

Thirdly, That thoſe who moſt declared at firſt againſt 
Wood's Patent were rhe very Men who intended to get 
another for their own Advantage. 

Fourthly, That our Parliament and Privy Council 
zhe Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin, the Grand 
Juries and Merchants, and in ſhort the whole Kingdom 
nay the very Dogs (as he exprefleth it) were fond o 
thoſe Half pence, till they were inflamed by thoſe few de 
ſigning Perſons aforeſaid, 

\  Fifthly, He ſays directly, That a thoſe who oppo 
ſed the Half pence were Papiſts and Enemies to King 
| George. 

Thus far I am confident the moſt Iznorant among 
you can ſately ſwear from your own Knowledge 
that the Author is a moft notorious Lyar in ever 
Article; the direct contrary being ſo manifeſt to the 
whole Kingdom, that if Occaſion required ; we Might 
get it confirmed under Five hundred thouſand Hand 
Sixthly, He would perſuade us, That if we ſel Fin, 
|}  Shillings worth of our Goods or Manufaftures for Tw b 
Shillings and Four Pence worth of Copper, although th 8 
Copper were melted Down, and that we could get Fiv 
Shillings in Gold or Silver for the ſaid Goods, yet t. 
rale the ſaid Imo Shilings and Four Pence in Coppe 
would be greatly for our Advantage. 

And Laſtly, He makes us a very fair Offer, as em 
powered by Wood, That if we will take off Two hun | 
dred thouſand Pounds in his Half-pence for our Good; 
and likewiſe pay him Three per Cent. Intereſt for Thirt 
Tears, for an Hundred and Twenty thouſand Pound 
(at which he computes rhe Coynage above the Intrinſic 
Value of the Copper) for the Loan of his Coyn, he wi 
' after that Timegive us good Money for whas my 
il be then leſt. © 5 
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Let me place this offer in as Clear a Light as Ican | 
to ſhew the unſupportable Villany and Impudence of 
that incorrigible Wretch. Firſt (ſays he) I wil ſend 


„To hundred thouſand Founds of my Coyn into your | 


' | my Copper and I will give you Good Money for it. 


8 the Author is ſuppoſed to he the ſame Infamous 
Coleby one of his Under-Swearers at the Committee of 


1 Copper as he Values at Eighty thouſand Ponnd: 


Country, the Copper I compure to be in Real Value Eighty || 
thouſand Pounds, and I charge you with an Hundred | 
and Twenty thouſand Pounds for the Coynaze; ſo that | 
you ſee I lend you an Hundred and Twenty thouſand 
Pounds for Thirty Tears, for which you ſhall pay ve 
Three per Cent, That is to ſay Three thouſand Six 
hundred Pounds per Ann. which in Thirty Tears wi? 
amount to an Hundred and Eight thouſand Pounds. 
And when theſe Thirty Tears are expired, return mr 


This is the Propoſal made to us by Wood in that 
Pamphlet Written by one of his Commiſoners j and 


Conncil, who was tryed for Robbing the Treaſary bere, 
where he was an Under Clerk. 
By this Propoſal he will firſt receive Two hundre:! 
thouſand Pounds, in Goods or Sterling for as n.ucÞ 


but in Reality not worth Thirty thouſand Pounds 
Secondly, He will receive for Intereſt an Hundre 


and Eight thouſand Pounds. And. when our Childre: 


come Thirty Years hence to return his Half pene 
upon his Executors (for before that Time He will 
probably gone to his own Place) thoſe Execuro | 
will very reaſonably reject them as Raps and Counte | 
teits, which probably they will be, and Millions 
them of his own Coynage. ; 
Methinks I am fond of ſuch a Dealer as this w. 
mends every Day upon our Hands, like a D#-: 
Reckoning, where if you diſpute the Unreatonab. 
neſs and Exorbitance of the Bill, the Landlord (] 
bring it up every Time with new Additions. 
| | Althou 


1 


f 


20 ) | | 
Although theſe and the like Pamphlets publiſh'd 


by Nod in London be altogether unknown here, where 


no body could Read them without as much Indig- 
nation as Contempt would allow, yet I thought it 
proper to give you a Specimen how the Man employs 
his Time, where he Rides alone withour one Crea- 
tiretocontradict him, while QUR FEW FRIENDS 


there wonder at our Silence, and the Engliſp in ge- 


neral, if they think of this Matrer at all, impute our 
Refuſal to Wilſulneſs or Diſafſe# ion, juſt as Mood 
and Hirelings are pleaſed to repreſent. 

But although our Arguments are not ſuffered to be 
Printed in England, yet the Conſequence will be of 
little Moment. Let Wood endeavour to Perſuade the 
People There that we ought ro Receive his Coyn, 
and let me Convince our People Here that they ought 
to Reject it under Pain of our utter Undoing. And 
then let him do his Beſt and his Worſt, 

Before I conclude, I mnſt beg Leave | in al Humi- 
lity to tell Mr. Wood, that he is guilty of great In- 
aiſcreſron, by cauſing ſo Honourable a Name as that of 
Mr. W to be mentioned ſo often, and in ſuch a Mar- 
ner, upon his Occaſion : A ſhort Paper Printed at 
Briſtol and Re- printed here reports Mr. Wood to 
fay, that he wonders at the Impudence and Inſolence of 
the Iriſh in refuſing his Coyn, and what be will do 
Then Mr. V comes ta Town. Where, by the 
Way, he is miſtaken, for it is the True Ergliſh People 
of Jrelaud who refuſe it, although we take it for 
2ranted that the [r:fþ will do fo too whenever they 
are asked. He orders it to be Printed in another 


Paper. that Mr. W.. will cram this Braſs downf 


17 Throats : Sometimes it is given out that we mult 
ither take theſe Half pence or eat our Brogues, And, 
another News Letter bur of Yeſterday, we Read 
nat the ſame great Man bath ſworn romake us [wallew 
is Coz in Fire- Balls. 


T his 
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This brings to my Mind, the known Story of a 
geoteh- man, who receiving S-ntence of D-ath; with 
ill the Circumſtances of Hanging, Beheading. Cuar- 
ering, Embowelling and the like, cryed out, What 


need all this COOKERY : And I think we have 


Reaſon to ask the fame Queſtion ;, for if we believe 
Wood. here is a Dinner getting ready for us, and you 
ſee the Bill of Fare, and I am ſorry the Diink was 


forgot, which might eaſily be ſupply'd with Melred -| 


Lead and Flaming Pitch. 


W hat Vile Words are theſe to put into the Mouth 4 
of a great Councellor, in high Truft with his Ma- 


jeſty, and looked upon as à prime Miniſter. If Mr. 
Wood hath no better a Manner of repreſenting his 
Patrons, when I come to be a Great Man, he ſhall 
never be ſuffered to attendat my Levee. This is not 


the Style of a Great Miniſter, it ſavours too much 


of the Kettle and the Furnace, and came entirely out 
of Mr. Wood's Forge. | + 

As for the Threat of making vs eat our Brogues, 
we need not be in Pain; for if his Coyn ſhould paſs, 
that Vnpolite Covering for the Feet, would no longer 
be a National Reproach; becauſe then we ſhould have 
neither Shoe nor Brogue left in the Kingdom. Bur 
here the Falſhood of Mr. Wood is fairly detected; for 


| am confident Mr. W---.--- never heard of a Brogue |} 


in his whole Life. 
As to Swallowing theſe Half. pence in Fire. Balls, it 

is a Story equally improbable. For to execute this 
eration the whole Stock of Mr. Wood's Coyn and 

Metal muſt he melted down and molded into hollow 


BAA, with Wild-fre, no bigger than a Reaſonable 


Throat can be able to ſwallow. Now the Metal he 
hath prepared, and already coyned will amount to 
at leaſt Fifty Millions of Half-pence to be SwaZowed 


hy a Million and a Halt of People; ſo that allowing 


Iwo Halt-pence to each Bag, there will be about Se- 


venteen 
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venteen Balls of Wild. fire a- piece to be ſwallowed by 
every Perſon in this Kingdom, and to adminiſter this 
Doſe, there cannot be conveniently Fewer than Fifty 
thouſand Operators, allowing one Operator to every 
Thirty, which, confidering the Squeamiſhneſs of ſome 
Stomachs and the Peeviſhneſs of Toung Children, is 
but reaſonable. Now, under Correction of better 
| Judgments, I think rhe Trouble and Charge of ſuch 
an Experiment would exceed the Profit, and there- 
fore I take this Report to be Spurious, or at leaſt 
only a new Scheme of Mr. YYood himſelf. which to 
make ir paſs the better in 7reland he would Father 
upon a Miniſter of State, 
But I will now demonſtrate beyond all Contradi- 
ction that Mr. W. - is againft this Project of Mr. 
Wood, and is an entire Friend to Ireland, only by 
this one invincible Argument, that he has 'the Uni. 
verſal Opinion of being a Wiſe Man, an able Mini- 
ſter, and in all his Proceedings purſuing the True 
Intereſt of the King his Maſter : And that as his 
Integrity is above all Corruption, ſo is his Fortune g 
bove all Temptation. I reckon therefore we are per- 
fealy ſafe from that Corner, and ſhall never be under 
the Neceſſity of Contending with ſo Formidable 4 
Power, but be left to poſſeſs our Brogues and Potatoes 
in Peace as Remote from Thunder as we are from Ju- 
piter. 
I am, 


My Dear Country-men, 


OF. 13. 1724 Your Loving Fellow-Subject, Fel 
| low-Sufferer and Humble Servant 


M. B 


